
NHS Book Challenge:  2021-2022

Alderman, Naomi. The Power - In 'The Power' the world is a recognizable place: there's a rich Nigerian
boy who lounges around the family pool; a foster kid whose religious parents hide their true nature; an
ambitious American politician; a tough London girl from a tricky family. But then a vital new force takes root and
flourishes, causing their lives to converge with devastating effect. Teenage girls now have immense physical
power--they can cause agonizing pain and even death. (fantasy; women & power)

Backman, Fredrik. Anxious People - Taken hostage by a failed bank robber while attending an open
house, eight anxiety-prone strangers--including a redemption-seeking bank director, two couples who would fix
their marriage, and a plucky octogenarian--discover their unexpected common traits. (contemporary; hostage;
humorous fiction)

Barnes, Jennifer Lynn. The Inheritance Games - When a Connecticut teenager inherits vast wealth and
an eccentric estate from the richest man in Texas, she must also live with his surviving family and solve a series
of puzzles to discover how she earned her inheritance. (detective & mystery stories; puzzles)

Backdert, Derf. Kent State: Four Dead in Ohio - (graphic novel) An account, in graphic novel form, of
the May 4, 1970, killing of four unarmed Kent State University students who had been protesting the Vietnam
War by the Ohio National Guardsmen. (history)

Bardugo, Leigh. King of Scars - Nikolai Lantsov has always had a gift for the impossible. No one knows
what he endured in his country's bloody civil war -- and he intends to keep it that way. Now, as enemies gather
at his weakened borders, the young king must find a way to refill Ravka's coffers, forge new alliances, and stop
a rising threat to the once-great Grisha Army. Yet with every day a dark magic within him grows stronger,
threatening to destroy all he has built. With the help of a young monk and a legendary Grisha Squaller, Nikolai
will journey to the places in Ravka where the deepest magic survives to vanquish the terrible legacy inside him.
(fantasy, magic, adventure)

Billet, Julia. Catherine’s War - (graphic novel) As France buckles under the Nazi regime, budding
photographer Rachel Cohen must change her name, go into hiding, and bear witness to the atrocities of World
War II. (historical)

Boulley, Angeline. Firekeeper’s Daughter - Daunis, who is part Ojibwe, defers attending the University of
Michigan to care for her mother and reluctantly becomes involved in the investigation of a series of drug-related
deaths. (crime, drugs, Ojibwa Indians)  (Reese’s YA Book Club Pick, Spring ‘21)

Bracken, Alexandra. Lore - Every seven years, the Agon begins. As punishment for a past rebellion, nine
Greek gods are forced to walk the earth as mortals. They are hunted by the descendants of ancient bloodlines,
all eager to kill a god and seize their divine power and immortality. Long ago, Lore Perseous fled that brutal
world, turning her back on the hunt's promises of eternal glory after her family was murdered by a rival line. For
years she's pushed away any thought of revenge against the man-now a god-responsible for their deaths. Yet
as the next hunt dawns over New York City, two participants seek her out: Castor, a childhood friend Lore
believed to be dead, and Athena, one of the last of the original gods, now gravely wounded. The goddess offers
an alliance against their mutual enemy and a way to leave the Agon behind forever. But Lore's decision to



rejoin the hunt, binding her fate to Athena's, will come at a deadly cost-and it may not be enough to stop the
rise of a new god with the power to bring humanity to its knees. (fantasy)

Caletti, Deb. One Great Lie - Charlotte's dream of a summer writing workshop in Venice with her favorite
author brings the chance to investigate the mysterious poet in her family’s past, meet fascinating new people,
and learn truths about her idol. (mystery & detective stories; travel; betrayal)

Caletti, Deb. Girl, Unframed - While spending a summer with her famous mother and her criminal
boyfriend, Sydney Reilly, age fifteen, finds love with Nicco but her premonition of something bad coming proves
dreadfully accurate. (thrillers & suspense)

Cameron, Sharon. The Light in Hidden Places - Sixteen-year-old Catholic Stefania Podgórska has
worked in the Diamant family's grocery store for four years, even falling in love with one of their sons, Izio; but
when the Nazis came to Przemyśl, Poland, the Jewish Diamants are forced into the ghetto (and worse) but
Izio's brother Max manages to escape, and Stefania embarks on a dangerous course--protecting thirteen Jews
in her attic, caring for her younger sister, Helena, and keeping everything secret from the two Nazi officers who
are living in her house. (Holocaust, WWII, historical fiction) (Reese’s YA Book Club Pick, Dec. 20)

Card, Orson Scott. Lost and Found - Ezekiel Blast has a superpower, or a micropower, if you will. He can
find lost things. The problem is most people think he steals them. When the police ask for help, though, he may
have a chance to redeem himself. (realistic fantasy)

Clare, Cassandra. Chain of Iron (Last Hours #2, sequel to Chain of Gold) - Cordelia Carstairs'
romantic dreams must be put on hold when a serial killer begins targeting the Shadowhunters of London,
sending the Merry Thieves on the trail of a knife-wielding killer.

Cline, Ernest. Ready Player Two - Days after winning control of OASIS, the immersive virtual reality
environment in which most of humanity chooses to live, Wade Watts discovers a world-changing technological
advancement and draws the attention of a merciless new rival. (science fiction; dystopian)

Dave, Laura. The Last Thing He Told Me - When her husband of a year disappears, Hannah quickly
learns he is not who he said he was and is left to sort out the truth with just one ally- her husband's teenage
daughter, who hates her. (mystery; suspense) (Reese’s Book Club Pick, May ‘21)

Deuker, Carl. Golden Arm - Lazarus Weathers, a high school senior from the wrong side of the tracks,
seeks to protect his half-brother while pitching his way out of poverty, one strike at a time. (sports)

Dugoni, Robert. The Extraordinary Life of Sam Hell - Born with ocular albinism, small-town eye doctor
Sam Hill must finally face a past tragedy that caused him to turn his back on his friends, his hometown, and the
life he'd always known--a journey that makes him realize what truly matters. (identity; coming of age)

Greenidge, Kaitlyn. Libertie - Coming of age as a free-born Black girl in Reconstruction-era Brooklyn,
Libertie Sampson is all too aware that her mother, a physician, has a vision for their future together: Libertie will
go to medical school and practice alongside her. But Libertie feels stifled by her mother's choices and is
constantly reminded that, unlike her mother, Libertie has skin that is too dark. When a young man from Haiti
proposes to Libertie and promises she will be his equal on the island, she accepts, only to discover that she is
still subordinate to him and all men. As she tries to parse what freedom actually means for a Black woman,



Libertie struggles with where she might find it--for herself and for generations to come. (historical fiction; African
American & Black)

Gregorio, I. W. This is My Brain in Love - Rising high school juniors Jocelyn Wu and Will Domenici fall in
love while trying to save the Wu family restaurant, A-Plus Chinese Garden. (humorous; romance)

Haig, Matt. The Midnight Library - Somewhere out beyond the edge of the universe there is a library that
contains an infinite number of books, each one the story of another reality. One tells the story of your life as it
is, along with another book for the other life you could have lived if you had made a different choice at any point
in your life. While we all wonder how our lives might have been, what if you had the chance to go to the library
and see for yourself' Would any of these other lives truly be better' . . . Nora Seed finds herself faced with this
decision. Faced with the possibility of changing her life for a new one, following a different career, undoing old
breakups, realizing her dreams of becoming a glaciologist; she must search within herself as she travels
through the Midnight Library to decide what is truly fulfilling in life, and what makes it worth living in the first
place. (science fiction; decision making)

Hannah, Kristen. The Four Winds - Texas, 1934. Millions are out of work and a drought has broken the
Great Plains. Farmers are fighting to keep their land and their livelihoods as the crops are failing, the water is
drying up, and dust threatens to bury them all. One of the darkest periods of the Great Depression, the Dust
Bowl era, has arrived with a vengeance. In this uncertain and dangerous time, Elsa Martinelli--like so many of
her neighbors--must make an agonizing choice: fight for the land she loves or go west, to California, in search
of a better life. (historical fiction)

Haynes, Natalie. A Thousand Ships - The devastating consequences of the fall of Troy stretch from
Mount Olympus to Mount Ida, from the citadel of Troy to the distant Greek islands, and across oceans and sky
in between. These are the stories of the women embroiled in that legendary war and its terrible aftermath, as
well as the feud and the fatal decisions that started it all. (mythology)

Herbach, Geoff. Cracking the Bell - Isaiah loves football. In fact, football saved Isaiah's life, giving him
structure and discipline after his sister's death tore his family apart. But when Isaiah gets knocked out cold on
the field, he learns there's a lot more to lose than football. (sports)

Hesse, Monica. They Went Left - Zofia, a teenage Holocaust survivor, travels across post-war Europe as
she searches for her younger brother and seeks to rebuild her shattered life. (historical fiction)

Hudson, Wade and Cheryl Willis Hudson. The Talk: Conversations about Race, Love & Truth -
Thirty diverse and award-winning authors and illustrators capture frank discussions about racism, identity, and
self-esteem. (racism)

Ishiguro, Kazuo. Klara and the Sun - From her place in the store that sells artificial friends, Klara--an
artificial friend with outstanding observational qualities--watches carefully the behavior of those who come in to
browse, and of those who pass in the street outside. She remains hopeful a customer will soon choose her, but
when the possibility emerges that her circumstances may change forever, Klara is warned not to invest too
much in the promises of humans. (dystopian; science fiction)

Jackson, Holly. Good Girl, Bad Blood - Pip is not a detective anymore. With the help of Ravi Singh, she
released a true-crime podcast about the murder case they solved together last year. The podcast has gone
viral, yet Pip insists her investigating days are behind her. But she will have to break that promise when



someone she knows goes missing. Jamie Reynolds has disappeared, on the very same night the town hosted
a memorial for the sixth-year anniversary of the deaths of Andie Bell and Sal Singh. The police won't do
anything about it. And if they won't look for Jamie then Pip will, uncovering more of her town's dark secrets
along the way . . . and this time everyone is listening. But will she find him before it's too late? (sequel to Good
Girl’s Guide to Murder) (thrillers & suspense)

Jackson, Jeffrey H. Paper Bullets: Two Artists Who Risked Their Lives to Defy the Nazis - The
true story of an audacious resistance campaign undertaken by an unlikely pair: two French women -- Lucy
Schwob and Suzanne Malherbe -- who drew on their skills as Parisian avant-garde artists to write and distribute
wicked insults against Hitler and calls to desert, a PSYOPs tactic known as "paper bullets," designed to
demoralize Nazi troops occupying their adopted home of Jersey in the British Channel Islands. (WWII; history)

Jacob, Mira. Good Talk:  a Memoir in Conversations (graphic novel) - Like many six-year-olds, Mira
Jacob's half-Jewish, half-Indian son, Z, has questions about everything. At first they are innocuous enough, but
as tensions from the 2016 election spread from the media into his own family, they become much, much more
complicated. Trying to answer him honestly, Mira has to think back to where she's gotten her own answers: her
most formative conversations about race, color, sexuality, and, of course, love. (memoir; racism)

Jewell, Lisa. Then She Was Gone - Ellie Mack was the perfect daughter. She was fifteen, the youngest
of three. She was beloved by her parents, friends, and teachers. She and her boyfriend made a teenaged
golden couple. She was days away from an idyllic post-exams summer vacation, with her whole life ahead of
her. And then she was gone. Now, her mother Laurel Mack is trying to put her life back together. It's been ten
years since her daughter disappeared, seven years since her marriage ended, and only months since the last
clue in Ellie's case was unearthed. (thriller; suspense)

Joyce, Rachel. Miss Benson’s Beetle - It is 1950. London is still reeling from World War II, and Margery
Benson--a sensible schoolmarm and lonely spinster--is just trying to get through life. But one day, she reaches
her breaking point, abandoning her job and her tidy, circumscribed life, to set out on an expedition to the other
side of the world in search of an insect that may or may not exist: the golden beetle of New Caledonia,
Margery's childhood obsession ever since her father gave her a book on cryptozoology right before he killed
himself. The assistant Margery hires to accompany her, Enid Pretty, in her pink hat and pompom sandals, is not
the companion she had in mind. But together they will find themselves drawn into an adventure that exceeds all
expectations: a cross-ocean voyage to a remote island covered with dense jungle--the last place two proper
British ladies would expect to find themselves. They must risk everything and break all the rules, but at the top
of a mountain deep in the South Pacific they will discover their best selves. (friendship; women naturalists)

Klune, T J - The House in the Cerulean Sea - Linus Baker is a by-the-book case worker in the
Department in Charge of Magical Youth. He's tasked with determining whether six dangerous magical children
are likely to bring about the end of the world. Arthur Parnassus is the master of the orphanage. He would do
anything to keep the children safe, even if it means the world will burn. And his secrets will come to light.
(fantasy; humorous)

Lake, Nick. Nowhere on Earth - Sixteen-year-old Emily and her little brother Aidan are on board a plane
bound for Anchorage. When the plane crashes, both kids and the pilot barely escape with their lives and are
left to fight for survival in the Alaskan wilderness. But there is worse to come -- Emily and Aidan are being
chased, and their shady, unknown pursuers are closing in. As the kids go on the run, Emily finds herself in
greater danger than she could have imagined. Because nothing in her life is what it seems -- not even the
things she holds dearest of all. (survival stories; action & adventure)



Lee, Stacey. Luck of the Titanic - After smuggling herself onto the RMS Titanic, British-Chinese teenager
Valora Luck reunites with her twin brother and tries to convince him that their acrobatic training could be their
ticket to a better life. (historical fiction)

Lockhart, E. Genuine Fraud - Told through flashbacks, best friends Jule and Imogen are orphaned
outcasts who will do almost anything to attain a happy, wealthy life. (thrillers & suspense; social themes)

Lord, Emma. You Have a Match - When Abby signs up for a DNA service, it's mainly to give her friend
and secret love interest, Leo, a nudge. After all, she knows who she is already: Avid photographer. Injury-prone
tree climber. Best friend to Leo and Connie--although ever since the B.E.I. (Big Embarrassing Incident) with
Leo, things have been awkward on that front. But she didn't know she's a younger sister. When the DNA
service reveals Abby has a secret sister, shimmery-haired Instagram star Savannah Tully, it's hard to believe
they're from the same planet, never mind the same parents--especially considering Savannah, queen of green
smoothies, is only a year and a half older than Abby herself. The logical course of action? Meet up at summer
camp (obviously) and figure out why Abby's parents gave Savvy up for adoption. (family; siblings; romance)
(Reese’s YA Book Club Pick, Winter ‘21)

Marshall, Kate Alice. I am Still Alive - Jess hadn't seen her survivalist, off-the-grid dad in over a decade.
But after a car crash killed her mother and left her injured, she was forced to move to his cabin in the remote
Canadian wilderness. Just as Jess was beginning to get to know him, a secret from his past paid them a visit,
leaving her father dead and Jess stranded. With only her father's dog for company, Jess must forage and hunt
for food, build shelter, and keep herself warm. Some days it feels like the wild is out to destroy her, but she's
stronger than she ever imagined. Jess will survive. She has to. She knows who killed her father . . . and she
wants revenge. (survival stories; action & adventure)

McGinnis, Mindy. Be Not Far From Me - Lost in the Great Smoky Mountains, rising high school senior
Ashley Hawkins must fight for survival without any tools, growing in awareness that the world is not tame, and
neither are people. (survival stories; action & adventure)

McManus, Karen M. The Cousins - After receiving an invitation to spend the summer with their estranged
grandmother, the Story cousins arrive at her house only to discover that she is not there, and the longer they
stay on the island, the more they realize their mysterious family history has some deadly secrets. (thrillers &
suspense; mystery & detective stories)

Medie, Peace Adzo. His Only WIfe - An intelligent and funny debut about a relatable, indomitable heroine:
a young seamstress in Ghana who agrees to an arranged marriage, only to realize that some compromises are
too extreme to accept, illuminating what it means to be a woman in a rapidly changing world. (women; family
life) (Reese’s Book Club Pick, Oct. 20)

Mendez, Saied, Yamile. Furia - Seventeen-year-old Camila Hassan, a rising soccer star in Rosario,
Argentina, dreams of playing professionally, in defiance of her fathers' wishes and at the risk of her budding
romance with Diego. (sports; romance) (Reese’s YA Book Club Pick, Sep. 20)

Meyer, Stephenie. Midnight Sun - The story of Bella and Edward from 'Twilight' told from Edward's point
of view takes on a new and decidedly dark twist. Meeting Bella is both the most unnerving and intriguing event
he has experienced in all his years as a vampire. As we learn more fascinating details about Edward's past and
the complexity of his inner thoughts, we understand why this is the defining struggle of his life. How can he
justify following his heart if it means leading Bella into danger? (romance; vampires)



Miller, Frank. Cursed - Nimue grew up an outcast. Her connection to dark magic made her something to be
feared in her Druid village, and that made her desperate to leave. . . . That is, until Red Paladins slaughter her
entire village, and Nimue's fate is forever altered. Charged by her dying mother to reunite an ancient sword with
a legendary sorcerer, Nimue is now her people's only hope. (legends; fantasy)

Miller, Madeline. The Song of Achilles - Patroclus, an awkward young prince, follows Achilles into war,
little knowing that the years that follow will test everything they have learned, everything they hold dear. And
that, before he is ready, he will be forced to surrender his friend to the hands of Fate. Set during the Trojan War.
(mythology)

Miranda, Megan. The Girl from Widow Hills - A . . . novel of psychological suspense about a young
woman plagued by night terrors after a childhood trauma who wakes one evening to find a corpse at her feet.
(psychological suspense; thrillers)

Namey, Laura Taylor. A Cuban Girl’s Guide to Tea and Tomorrow - Seventeen-year-old Lila Reyes,
furious when her parents send her to the English countryside to recover from grief and heartbreak,
unexpectedly falls in love with a tea shop clerk--and England, itself. (romance; travel) (Reese’s YA Book Club
Pick, Nov. ‘20)

O’Farrell, Maggie. Hamnet: a novel of the Plague - England, 1580. A young Latin tutor--penniless,
bullied by a violent father--falls in love with an extraordinary, eccentric young woman--a wild creature who walks
her family's estate with a falcon on her shoulder and is known throughout the countryside for her unusual gifts
as a healer. Agnes understands plants and potions better than she does people, but once she settles with her
husband on Henley Street in Stratford she becomes a fiercely protective mother and a steadfast, centrifugal
force in the life of her young husband, whose gifts as a writer are just beginning to awaken when his beloved
young son succumbs to bubonic plague. (historical fiction)

Oliver, Ben. The Loop - Luka Kane has spent 736 days wrongfully imprisoned inside the Loop awaiting his
execution. Each day is the same. Each day is torturous. But things are starting to change. Whispers of war are
circulating. Strange things are happening to the prisoners. And the warden delivers a message: Luka, you have
to get out... Now Luka must decide whether breaking out of the Loop is his only way to survive, especially if
there's any chance of saving the ones he loves. But the population on the outside may be far more terrifying
than anything he could have imagined. And in order to save his family, he'll have to discover who is responsible
for the chaos that has been inflicted upon the world. (dystopian; thrillers & suspense)

Patterson, James. Hawk (Maximum RIde: Hawk, 1) - Maximum Ride's seventeen-year-old daughter,
Hawk, is living under the radar in post-apocalyptic New York City until a destiny that is perilously close to her
mother's forces her to take flight. (dystopian; thrillers & suspense; science fiction)

Quinn, Kate. The Rose Code - 1940. As England prepares to fight the Nazis, three very different women
answer the call to Bletchley Park, where the best minds in Britain train to break German military codes. Osla puts her
fluent German to use as a translator of decoded enemy secrets. Mab works the legendary code-breaking machines
and looks for a socially advantageous husband. Beth's shyness conceals a brilliant facility with puzzles, and she
becomes one of the Park's few female cryptanalysts. 1947. As the royal wedding of Princess Elizabeth and Prince
Philip whips post-war Britain into a fever, the three women are reunited by a mysterious encrypted letter-- the key to
which lies buried in the long-ago betrayal that destroyed their friendship and left one of them confined to an asylum.
(historical fiction; WWII)



Shabazz, Ilyasah. The Awakening of Malcolm X: a novel - While in Charlestown Prison in the 1940s,
young Malcolm Little reads all the books in the library, joins the debate team and the Nation of Islam, and
emerges as Malcolm X. (fictionalized biography)

Shusterman, Neal. Game Changer - All it takes is one hit on the football field, and suddenly Ash's life
doesn't look quite the way he remembers it. Impossible though it seems, he's been hit into another
dimension--and keeps on bouncing through worlds that are almost-but-not-really his own. The changes start
small, but they quickly spiral out of control as Ash slides into universes where he has everything he's ever
wanted, universes where society is stuck in the past . . . universes where he finds himself looking at life through
entirely different eyes. (sports; fantasy)

Sparks, Nicholas. The Return - The story of an injured army doctor connecting with a beautiful deputy and
a mysterious teenage girl, both whose secrets will change the course of his life. (contemporary fiction; romance)

Summers, Courtney. The Project - Lo Denham wants to expose the Unity Project as a cult and reconnect
with her indoctrinated sister, but as she immerses herself in the group with no signs of Bea, Lo begins to
question everything she thought was true. (family; thrillers & suspense)

Tevis, Walter. The Queen’s Gambit - Beth Harmon, orphaned at age eight, insists that the janitor teach
her how to play chess and from then on her entire life is changed. (realistic fiction; chess)

Thomas, Angie. Concrete Rose - A gang leader's son finds his effort to go straight for the sake of his child
challenged by a loved one's brutal murder. (prejudice & racism)

Torres Sanchez, Jenny. We Are not From Here - Teens from Guatemala escape through Mexico and
attempt to reach the U.S. border. (immigration, adventure)

Welch, Jenna Evans. Love & Olives - When her long-estranged father invites sixteen-year-old Liv
Varanakis to help him film a documentary about his theories on Atlantis, she looks forward to reconnecting but
discovers he may have invited her to Greece for a very different reason. (contemporary fiction; travel) Preceded
by titles Love & Gelato and Love & Luck.

Young, Adrienne. Fable - Seventeen-year-old Fable joins the young, motley crew of the Marigold to
escape the island where her father abandoned her, but she quickly realizes life off the island is more dangerous
than she imagined. (fantasy) (Reese’s YA Book Club Pick, Oct. 20)

Zhang, Lun and Adrien Gombeaud. Tiananmen 1989: Our Shattered Hopes - (graphic novel)
follow[s] the story of China's infamous June Fourth Incident-- otherwise known as the Tiananmen Square
Massacre-- from the first-hand account of a young sociology teacher who witnessed it all. (history)


